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A strong and sometimes divisive figure in British and world politics, Margaret
Thatcher was the longest-serving British Prime Minister in the 20th century and
the only woman to ever hold the office. Drawing from an abundance of new,
previously unpublished material from the Thatcher Archive at Churchill College,
Cambridge, Jonathan Aitken's fresh and original biography isalively and
perceptive exploration of the personality that dominated conservative British
politics for more than 10 years and her profound and worldwide impact on the
historical tapestry of her time. At once positive and critical in its assessment of
her governance, Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality is crafted from the
author's longtime personal relationship with his subject, his eyewitness account
of public and private episodesin her life, and more than 100 interviews with the
former Prime Minister's political colleagues and close personal friends.
Penetrating and insightful, it chronicles one of the most remarkable political lives
of our time.
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A strong and sometimes divisive figure in British and world politics, Margaret Thatcher was the longest-
serving British Prime Minister in the 20th century and the only woman to ever hold the office. Drawing from
an abundance of new, previously unpublished material from the Thatcher Archive at Churchill College,
Cambridge, Jonathan Aitken's fresh and original biography isalively and perceptive exploration of the
personality that dominated conservative British politics for more than 10 years and her profound and
worldwide impact on the historical tapestry of her time. At once positive and critical in its assessment of her
governance, Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality is crafted from the author's longtime personal
relationship with his subject, his eyewitness account of public and private episodes in her life, and more than
100 interviews with the former Prime Minister's political colleagues and close personal friends. Penetrating
and insightful, it chronicles one of the most remarkable political lives of our time.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

*Starred Review* The fact that Thatcher’ s funeral procession was greeted with more cheers than protest,
though the reverse was expected, attests to the mixed emotions she elicited in life. She was the only woman
to serve as prime minister of Britain and the longest-serving PM in the twentieth century, such a hard-edged
conservative that she was known as the Iron Lady. Aitken, aformer member of Parliament, served for atime
with Thatcher but also dated her daughter and knew the PM on a more personal level. That mixture of
professional and personal relationships with Thatcher affords him a close-up, long-term perspective on one
of the most powerful women in recent history, with a hand in major economic and geopolitical changes.
Drawing on archival material, interviews, and personal knowledge, Aitken chronicles the “metamorphosis
from humble beginnings to grandeur; from humility to hubris; from arealistic courage in fighting her corner
to areckless Ride of the Valkyries.” He chronicles her strict childhood, marriage, political rise, and
relationships with figures including Presidents Reagan and George H. W. Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev. A woman of steely discipline and determination, powerful on the international stage, she
eventually ran afoul of local poaliticsin adispute within her party. Aitken admits to a complex admiration of
Thatcher, having seen her at her best and her worst, in this thoroughly insightful and compelling look at a
remarkable world figure. --Vanessa Bush

Review
“[A] thoroughly insightful and compelling look at aremarkable world figure.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred
review)

About the Author

Jonathan Aitken, aformer Member of Parliament and cabinet minister, is the author of 12 books, including
his award-winning biography of President Richard Nixon. His recent titles include Pride and Perjury and
Nazarbayev and the Making of Kazakhstan. He livesin London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:

Eunice Buckley:

As peoplewho livein typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
can update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for you personally but the problems coming
to aperson isyou don't know what one you should start with. This Margaret Thatcher: Power and
Personality is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Dwight lvers:

The reason? Because this Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality is an unordinary book that the inside of


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret thisinside. Reading
this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you
alot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
approach. So, till want to hesitate having that book? If | have been you | will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Karen Garcia:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every single aspect that maybe not known for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each word
written in abook then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get prior to.
The Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality giving you one more experience more than blown away the
mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished studying it, like
winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Albert Lightner:

Aswe know that book is significant thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we wish. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This guide Margaret Thatcher: Power and Personality was filled with regards to science.
Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse
feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of abook, you can truly feel enjoy
to read areserve. In the modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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