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Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement is a theoretical study of the
dynamics of public-spirited collective action as well as a substantial study of the
American civil rights movement and the local and national politics that
surrounded it. In this major historical application of rational choice theory to a
social movement, Dennis Chong reexamines the problem of organizing collective
action by focusing on the social, psychological, and moral incentives of political
activism that are often neglected by rational choice theorists. Using game
theoretic concepts as well as dynamic models, he explores how rational
individuals decide to participate in social movements and how these individual
decisions translate into collective outcomes. In addition to applying formal
modeling to the puzzling and important social phenomenon of collective action,
he offers persuasive insights into the political and psychological dynamics that
provoke and sustain public activism. This remarkably accessible study
demonstrates how the civil rights movement succeeded against difficult odds by
mobilizing community resources, resisting powerful opposition, and winning
concessions from the government.
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national politics that surrounded it. In this major historical application of rational choice theory to a social
movement, Dennis Chong reexamines the problem of organizing collective action by focusing on the social,
psychological, and moral incentives of political activism that are often neglected by rational choice theorists.
Using game theoretic concepts as well as dynamic models, he explores how rational individuals decide to
participate in social movements and how these individual decisions translate into collective outcomes. In
addition to applying formal modeling to the puzzling and important social phenomenon of collective action,
he offers persuasive insights into the political and psychological dynamics that provoke and sustain public
activism. This remarkably accessible study demonstrates how the civil rights movement succeeded against
difficult odds by mobilizing community resources, resisting powerful opposition, and winning concessions
from the government.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Dennis Chong is professor of political science at Northwestern University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Whetstone:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you should have this Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement (American Politics
and Political Economy Series).

Loretta Manson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed
Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement (American Politics and Political Economy Series)? Maybe
it is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book,
you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Arthur Johnson:

Reading a book being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you study a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like you
want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement (American Politics and Political Economy Series) will
give you new experience in looking at a book.

Bradley Ray:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library as well as



to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Collective Action and the Civil Rights Movement (American Politics and
Political Economy Series) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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