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Citizen Kane's reputation as one of the greatest films of all time is matched only
by the accumulation of critical commentary that surrounds it. What more can
there be to say about a masterpiece so universally acknowledged? Laura Mulvey,
in a fresh and original reading, illuminates the richness of the film, both
thematically and stylistically, relating it to Welles's political background and its
historical context. In a lucid and perceptive critique she also investigates the
psychoanalytic structure that underlies the film's presentation of Kane's
biography, for once taking seriously what Orson Welles himself disparagingly
referred to as 'dollar-book Freud.'
  In her foreword to this special edition, published to celebrate the 20th
anniversary of the BFI Film Classics series, Laura Mulvey focuses on the film's
politics, highlighting the contemporary 'rhymes' in Kane's portrayal of a scandal-
prone press baron in a time of economic crisis.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
This is a brilliant introduction to what many consider to be the greatest American film. Critic Laura Mulvey
provides new insight into the creative collaboration of screenwriter Herman Mankiewicz, cinematographer
Gregg Toland, and writer-director-star Orson Welles. She sheds new light on the relationship between the
fictional Kane and the character upon which he is based, legendary newspaper tycoon William Randolph
Hearst. Mulvey is especially sensitive to the way Citizen Kane--and Hearst--negotiated liberal and
conservative politics; for her, Kane's psyche mirrors the political unconscious of the United States in the
early 1940s. The appendix reprints a press statement by Welles himself in which he describes his reasons for
making the film.

From the Back Cover
Citizen Kane's reputation as one of the greatest films of all time is matched only by the accumulation of
critical commentary that surrounds it. What more can there be to say about a masterpiece so universally
acknowledged? Laura Mulvey, in a fresh and original reading, illuminates the richness of the film, both
thematically and stylistically, relating it to Welles's political background and its historical context. In a lucid
and perceptive critique she also investigates the psychoanalytic structure that underlies the film's
presentation of Kane's biography, for once taking seriously what Orson Welles himself disparagingly
referred to as 'dollar-book Freud.'
  In her foreword to this special edition, published to celebrate the 20th anniversary of the BFI Film Classics
series, Laura Mulvey focuses on the film's politics, highlighting the contemporary 'rhymes' in Kane's
portrayal of a scandal-prone press baron in a time of economic crisis.

About the Author
LAURA MULVEY is Professor of Film and Media Studies at Birkbeck College, University of London. She
is the author of Fetishism and Curiosity (1996), Death Twenty-four Times a Second: Stillness and the
Moving Image (2006), and Visual and Other Pleasures (2nd edition, 2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Stanley:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Citizen Kane (BFI Film Classics), it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a reserve.



Phyllis Walters:

This Citizen Kane (BFI Film Classics) is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or
you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Citizen Kane (BFI Film Classics) can be the light
food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get simply by anyone.
These books create itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application
form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So
there is not any in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
a person. So , don't miss the item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Mario Curtin:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top record in your reading list is usually Citizen Kane (BFI Film Classics). This book that is certainly
qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upwards
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Michael Robinson:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Citizen Kane (BFI Film Classics) was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book Citizen Kane (BFI Film Classics) has many kinds or type.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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