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"Chasing the Rising Sun" is the story of an American musical journey told by a
prize-winning writer who traced one song in its many incarnations as it was
carried across the world by some of the most famous singers of the twentieth
century.

Most people know the song "House of the Rising Sun" as 1960s rock by the
British Invasion group the Animals, a ballad about a place in New Orleans -- a
whorehouse or a prison or gambling joint that's been the ruin of many poor girls
or boys. Bob Dylan did aversion and Frijid Pink cut a hard-rocking rendition.
But that barely scratches the surface; few songs have traveled ajourney as
intricate as "House of the Rising Sun."

Therise of the song in this country and the launch of its world travels can be
traced to Georgia Turner, a poor, sixteen-year-old daughter of a miner living in
Middlesboro, Kentucky, in 1937 when the young folk-music collector Alan
Lomax, on atrip collecting field recordings, captured her voice singing "The
Rising Sun Blues." Lomax deposited the song in the Library of Congress and
included it in the 1941 book "Our Singing Country." In short order, Woody
Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Lead Belly, and Josh White learned the song and each
recorded it. From there it began to move to the planet's farthest corners. Today,
hundreds of artists have recorded "House of the Rising Sun," and it can be heard
in the most diverse of places -- Chinese karaoke bars, Gatorade ads, and asaring
tone on cell phones.

Anthony began his search in New Orleans, where he met Eric Burdon of the
Animals. Hetraveled to the Appalachians -- to eastern Kentucky, eastern
Tennessee, and western North Carolina -- to scour the mountains for the song's
beginnings. He found Homer Callahan, who learned it in the mountains during a
corn shucking; he discovered connections to Clarence "Tom" Ashley, who
traveled as a performer in a 1920s medicine show. He went to Daisy, Kentucky,
to visit the family of the late high-lonesome singer Roscoe Holcomb, and finally
back to Bourbon Street to see if there really was a House of the Rising Sun. He
interviewed scores of singers who performed the song. Through his own journey
he discovered how American traditions survived and prospered -- and how a
piece of culture moves through the modern world, propelled by technology and
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globalization and recorded sound.
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"Chasing the Rising Sun" is the story of an American musical journey told by a prize-winning writer who
traced one song in its many incarnations as it was carried across the world by some of the most famous
singers of the twentieth century.

Most people know the song "House of the Rising Sun" as 1960s rock by the British Invasion group the
Animals, a ballad about a placein New Orleans -- a whorehouse or a prison or gambling joint that's been the
ruin of many poor girls or boys. Bob Dylan did a version and Frijid Pink cut a hard-rocking rendition. But
that barely scratches the surface; few songs have traveled ajourney asintricate as "House of the Rising Sun.”

Therise of the song in this country and the launch of its world travels can be traced to Georgia Turner, a
poor, sixteen-year-old daughter of a miner living in Middlesboro, Kentucky, in 1937 when the young folk-
music collector Alan Lomax, on atrip collecting field recordings, captured her voice singing "The Rising
Sun Blues." Lomax deposited the song in the Library of Congress and included it in the 1941 book "Our
Singing Country." In short order, Woody Guthrie, Pete Seeger, Lead Belly, and Josh White learned the song
and each recorded it. From there it began to move to the planet's farthest corners. Today, hundreds of artists
have recorded "House of the Rising Sun,” and it can be heard in the most diverse of places -- Chinese
karaoke bars, Gatorade ads, and as aring tone on cell phones.

Anthony began his search in New Orleans, where he met Eric Burdon of the Animals. He traveled to the
Appalachians -- to eastern Kentucky, eastern Tennessee, and western North Carolina -- to scour the
mountains for the song's beginnings. He found Homer Callahan, who learned it in the mountains during a
corn shucking; he discovered connections to Clarence "Tom" Ashley, who traveled as a performer in a 1920s
medicine show. He went to Daisy, Kentucky, to visit the family of the late high-lonesome singer Roscoe
Holcomb, and finally back to Bourbon Street to see if there really was a House of the Rising Sun. He
interviewed scores of singers who performed the song. Through his own journey he discovered how
American traditions survived and prospered -- and how a piece of culture moves through the modern world,
propelled by technology and globalization and recorded sound.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The song "House of the Rising Sun," which became a chart-topping hit in 1964 by the Animals, has a murky
history, said to have originated in Appalachia, maybe New Orleans and perhaps even England, as well as
having athriving universal afterlife among cover bands and karaoke singers. Anthony, an editor for the
Associated Press, crisscrossed the globe in search of the twisted roots and many spreading branches of this
lonesome ballad of unknown origins. The song's ultimate odyssey began in 1937 when folklorist Alan
Lomax recorded a version by 16-year-old Georgia Turner Connolly in Middlesboro, Ky. Lomax published
the lyrics as "The Rising Sun Blues' and from there it grew in popularity and was performed and recorded by
many, including Bob Dylan on hisfirst record in 1962. The story seems promising, but Anthony's narrative
isan uneasy mix of memoir, dissertation-like detail (with tedious repetitions of multiple versions of lyrics),
journalistic feature writing and esoteric trivia. Anthony at times unconvincingly adopts the authoritative
voice of an American studies expert, and he also lacks the musical or poetic knowledge to dissect the song.
This exploration will be of most value to those who share Anthony's unbridled obsession with this ubiquitous
ballad. (June)

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Depending on age and background, folk-music fans associate " The House of the Rising Sun" with Woody
Guthrie, Leadbelly, Josh White, or Bob Dylan. Many more remember what some consider its

definitive rendition, recorded by the sixties English rock band the Animals. Anthony travels to places
throughout Americaand afew beyond its borders to uncover the song's origins for this musical detective
story that isalso in part straightforward music history. We meet early country-music stars Clarence Ashley
and Charlie Poole, severa record collectors, and renowned folk-song collector Alan Lomax, who also
recorded early commercia versions of the song. Anthony even hunts down the harmonica player at the 1937
session in which 16-year-old Georgia Turner recorded the song for Lomax. Anthony's travels take him from
Middlesboro, Kentucky, to Springfield, Missouri, and down to New Orleans, where the house ostensibly
operated. Although Anthony's style veers from the poetic to the prosaic, the tale he tells remains fascinating,
especially for enthusiasts of traditional songs, folklore, and folk music. Sawyers, June

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Ted Anthony takes us on ajourney into the very soul of America-- and what a grand trip (in both senses of
theword) it is. Hereis abook to savor -- one not just for folk music fans, but for anyone interested even
faintly in the American journey. His book long awaited, Ted Anthony has fulfilled all expectations with
Chasing the Rising Sun. Tracking asingle, haunting lyric from folk tradition to popular song, from Kentucky
to Kansas, across country and ocean, Ted Anthony offers ajourney into the soul of America."

-- Ed Cray, author of "Ramblin' Man: The Life and Times of Woody Guthrie"
""Chasing the Rising Sun" documents the lineage of one of the great songs in the English language,
providing avivid panorama of American folk music and -- perhaps most important -- a smart analysis of the
modern collision between oral and commercial cultures. Ted Anthony has written a valuable and revealing
book."
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-- Benjamin Hedin, editor, "Studio A: The Bob Dylan Reader"

"Have you ever gotten a song stuck in your head? Ted Anthony shows what happens when instead of
ignoring it, you follow that tune wherever it leads. From Alan Lomax to Eric Burdon, from Andy Griffith to
Martin Scorsese, from Georgia Turner to John Lennon, he conjures areal sense of connection and
community. C"hasing the Rising Sun" is the kind of book that will stick in your head, too."

-- Allen St. John, author of "Clapton's Guitar: Watching Wayne Henderson Build the Perfect I nstrument”

"Ted Anthony tells his tale with such intensity you can think his quest isn't merely for the song but for the
house itself."

-- Greil Marcus, author of "The Shape of Thingsto Come: Prophecy and the American Voice"

"Page by page, | was drawn into the 'Rising Sun' -- the history, the people whose livesit changed, the
incredible story of itstravels across this country and around the world. Readers will find this story
engrossing, and true, and ongoing -- a story without an end.”

-- Jean Ritchie, folksinger, songwriter, and author of "Singing Family of the Cumberlands’

"Lovingly researched background on a more-fascinating-than-you-can-ever-imagine song...the author makes
a case for the song's importance with such passion and skill that many will ultimately be persuaded...rich,
complex history."

-- "Kirkus"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gerald Stewart:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read abook. They are really reading
whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song.

David McMillian:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for awhile
isreading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Chasing the Rising
Sun: The Journey of an American Song book as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.



Virginia Comer:

The book untitled Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song is the book that recommended
to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to a person. The
language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article author
was did alot of study when write the book, so the information that they shareto you is absolutely accurate.

Y ou also could possibly get the e-book of Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song from
the publisher to make you alot more enjoy freetime.

Betty Bass:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American Song your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and
explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The Chasing the Rising Sun: The Journey of an American
Song giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info
for your better lifein thisera. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting
Spare time activity?
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