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This book examines the representation of blackness on television at the height of
the southern civil rights movement and again in the aftermath of the Reagan-
Bush years. In the process, it looks carefully at how television's ideological
projects with respect to race have supported or conflicted with the industry's
incentive to maximize profits or consolidate power.

Sasha Torres examines the complex relations between the television industry and
the civil rights movement as a knot of overlapping interests. She argues that
television coverage of the civil rights movement during 1955-1965 encouraged
viewers to identify with black protestors and against white police, including such
infamous villains as Birmingham's Bull Connor and Selma's Jim Clark. Torres
then argues that television of the 1990s encouraged viewers to identify with
police against putatively criminal blacks, even in its dramatizations of police
brutality.

Torres's pioneering analysis makes distinctive contributions to its fields. It
challenges television scholars to consider the historical centrality of race to the
constitution of the medium's genres, visual conventions, and industrial structures.
And it displaces the analytical focus on stereotypes that has hamstrung
assessments of television's depiction of African Americans, concentrating instead
on the ways in which African Americans and their political collectives have
actively shaped that depiction to advance civil rights causes. This book also
challenges African American studies to pay closer and better attention to
television's ongoing role in the organization and disorganization of U.S. racial
politics.
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This book examines the representation of blackness on television at the height of the southern civil rights
movement and again in the aftermath of the Reagan-Bush years. In the process, it looks carefully at how
television's ideological projects with respect to race have supported or conflicted with the industry's incentive
to maximize profits or consolidate power.

Sasha Torres examines the complex relations between the television industry and the civil rights movement
as a knot of overlapping interests. She argues that television coverage of the civil rights movement during
1955-1965 encouraged viewers to identify with black protestors and against white police, including such
infamous villains as Birmingham's Bull Connor and Selma's Jim Clark. Torres then argues that television of
the 1990s encouraged viewers to identify with police against putatively criminal blacks, even in its
dramatizations of police brutality.

Torres's pioneering analysis makes distinctive contributions to its fields. It challenges television scholars to
consider the historical centrality of race to the constitution of the medium's genres, visual conventions, and
industrial structures. And it displaces the analytical focus on stereotypes that has hamstrung assessments of
television's depiction of African Americans, concentrating instead on the ways in which African Americans
and their political collectives have actively shaped that depiction to advance civil rights causes. This book
also challenges African American studies to pay closer and better attention to television's ongoing role in the
organization and disorganization of U.S. racial politics.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
"Lucid and accessible in both argument and style, this book offers perhaps the most theoretically
sophisticated treatment to date of the historical relationship between the civil rights movement and network
television, as well as of the complexities of representations of race in contemporary television. It embraces a
wide academic audience, opening a conversation across disciplines that too often fail to take each other's
accomplishments into account."--Sharon Willis, University of Rochester

"This book is distinguished by a rare combination of critical acumen and historical insight. Torres is
characteristically incisive, presenting an argument that appears both incontrovertibly correct and wholly
original."--Phillip Brian Harper, New York University

From the Back Cover

"Lucid and accessible in both argument and style, this book offers perhaps the most theoretically
sophisticated treatment to date of the historical relationship between the civil rights movement and network
television, as well as of the complexities of representations of race in contemporary television. It embraces a
wide academic audience, opening a conversation across disciplines that too often fail to take each other's
accomplishments into account."--Sharon Willis, University of Rochester

"This book is distinguished by a rare combination of critical acumen and historical insight. Torres is
characteristically incisive, presenting an argument that appears both incontrovertibly correct and wholly
original."--Phillip Brian Harper, New York University

About the Author
Sasha Torres is Associate Professor of Information and Media Studies at the University of Western Ontario
and the editor of "Living Color: Race and Television in the United States".

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ella Butler:

This book untitled Black, White, and in Color: Television and Black Civil Rights to be one of several books
that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it.
You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The publisher
on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in
your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

George Cornelius:

This Black, White, and in Color: Television and Black Civil Rights is great book for you because the content



that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute.
That book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can point out no rambling sentences within
it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Black,
White, and in Color: Television and Black Civil Rights in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world inside ten or fifteen
second right but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do
you still doubt which?

Howard Benedict:

You may get this Black, White, and in Color: Television and Black Civil Rights by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties on your knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this book
by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your reserve.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Josefina Roundtree:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
So you know that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update in relation to
something by book. Numerous books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is this Black,
White, and in Color: Television and Black Civil Rights.
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