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The story of our nation from the A-bomb to the iPhone-from bestselling
historian H.W. Brands

With keen insight and an impeccable sense of the spirit of the times, H. W.
Brands, one of today's preeminent historians, captures the American experience
through the last six decades. As he chronicles politics, pop culture, and
everything in between, Brands traces the changes we have gone through as a
nation, recounting the great themes and events that have driven America- from
the Yalta conference to the fall of the Berlin Wall, Apollo 11 to 9/11, My Lai to
"shock and awe." In his adroit hands, movements and trends unfold through a
character- driven narrative that shines a brilliant light on America's watershed
moments and reveals a still unfolding legacy of dreams.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Though this crisp, informal narrative overview of the last half-century of American history is long on story
and short on analysis, it does its job well. Bringing his trademark clarity to the tales he tells, bestselling
historian Brands (The First American) opens in post-Hiroshima days and closes in our own. He covers
everything important, from politics and war to culture and society—civil rights, music, the baby boom, and
the middle class. But it's hard to swallow the sappy conceit of Americans as dreamers with which Brands
tries to thread the book together. [T]he heart of America's dreams was the act of dreaming itself... it was
encoded in the country's DNA from the beginning. But what has dreaming to do with the cold war or the
embarrassments of the Nixon and Clinton administrations or with the Great Recession? Americans'
collective dramas may be on hold for the moment, Brands concludes, but individually, they are as ambitious
as ever. Despite its thematic weakness, Brands's book is a fast-moving, reasonably comprehensive history of
more than half a century of American history. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Brands’ reputation as a prolific author of American history should attract attention to his survey of post-
WWII America. With so much material to cover in one volume, Brands must condense events; still, he
succeeds in linking a chronicle with important themes to deliver a comprehensible presentation of our
country’s major political and cultural changes since 1945. The national confidence and social unity of that
year, compared with present cultural antagonisms and political polarity, bracket Brands’ presentation of cold
war foreign policy; the civil rights movement; LBJ’s escalation in Vietnam and expansion of the welfare
state; the collapse of liberalism and rise of conservatism; and American history’s directions since 1989. In all
this, the baby boomers loom influential in Brands’ historical appreciation, which weaves in their upbringing
in unprecedented prosperity; their questioning of parental attitudes; and their coming to power in the Bill
Clinton years. Because his accounts of such social trends are interwoven with those about presidencies up to
Barack Obama, Brands delivers a history well modulated for readers seeking an introduction to American
history of their living memory. --Gilbert Taylor

About the Author
H.W. Brands taught at Texas A&M University for sixteen years before joining the faculty at the University
of Texas at Austin, where he is the Dickson Allen Anderson Centennial Professor of History. His books
include Traitor to His Class, Andrew Jackson, The Age of Gold, The First American, and TR. Traitor to His
Class and The First American were finalists for the Pulitzer Prize.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerome Chisolm:

In other case, little people like to read book American Dreams: The United States Since 1945. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important the book
American Dreams: The United States Since 1945. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet system. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's study.

Santos Ball:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free
of charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled American Dreams: The United States Since 1945 can
be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Barry Bennett:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying American Dreams: The United
States Since 1945 that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how
they react in the direction of the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
man or woman but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading as your good habit, you can pick American Dreams: The United States Since 1945 become your
starter.

John Bonilla:

Beside that American Dreams: The United States Since 1945 in your phone, it can give you a way to get
closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh in
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have American Dreams: The United States Since 1945 because this book offers to your account readable
information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that
wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book along with read it from right now!
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