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A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women: African American Muslim
Women in the Movement for Black Self Determination, 1950-1975 challenges
traditional notions and interpretations of African American, particularly women
who joined the Original Nation of 1slam during the Civil Rights-Black Power era.
This book isthefirst mgjor investigation of the subject that engages a wide scope
of women from “The Nation” and utilizes a wealth of primary documents and
personal interviewsto reveal the importance of women in this community.
Jeffries reveals that women were respected in the movement and maintained a
very clear and often sought after voice in the advancement of the Original Nation
of Idam.

A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women replaces the typical portrait of the
subservient and irrelevant African American Muslim woman with afar more
accurate picture of their integral leadership and substantial contributions to the
rise of Islam and black consciousness in the self-determination movement in the
United States and beyond during the Civil Rights-Black Power era.
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Editorial Review

Review

Jeffries's account provides fascinating insight into the experiences of African American Muslim women and
their contributions to the Nation of Islam. In this much-needed treatment of alittle-studied subject, the author
reveals much about not only the women themselves, but also the broader communities of which they werea
part. Using an array of published sources and oral histories, Jeffries explores women's motivations for
joining the nation, how they crafted their identities, and the various ways in which they embraced the
movement for self-determination. She pays particular attention to women's contributions in the realm of
education aswell asto the role that their writings played in challenging white models of beauty, diet, and
public welfare. The book also highlights the transnational dimensions of these activities and includes a short
case study on Bermuda. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Undergraduate collections and above.
(CHOICE)

Jeffries creates the first, substantive, and far-reaching examination of women in the Nation of Islam.
Studying the era of its most explosive growth and influence, the author explores the complexities of gender,
class, and race in the Nation, as well as the varied roles and experiences of Muslim women, many of whom
were drawn to the organization seeking arefuge from racism, as well as affirmation, and protection in ways
assumed to be unavailable outside of 1slam. (Jeffrey Ogbar, University of Connecticut)

Most studies about the women in the Nation of 1slam have attempted to 'correct’ the general absence of
women in viewing the history of this group. Such works have been overwhelmed with defending the
presence of women as essential to the working of the ONOI, especially in developing strong, proud children
who would promote racial pride and economic stability. They have also attempted to show the strength of
these women and how their efforts have been germane to the birth and growth of ONOI, especialy its public
educational wing. However, Bayyinah S. Jeffries has expanded the narrative. She has introduced us to the
women of ONOI and why they joined the Nation. She has explored the creation of the educational system of
the Nation by Sister Clara Muhammad and others, beginning with taking their children out of public schools
and home schooling them... Though the women of ONOI have not been recognized and honored as their
counterparts in the civil rights movement, they made key contributionsin the liberation of black people
during the mid-years of the twentieth century. Thisis the strength of Jeffries’ book. Like Josephine Silone

Y ates said years ago, arace cannot rise above its women, and ONOI would not have such alegacy without
its committed female warriors. (Jacqueline Anne Rouse, Georgia State University)

Bayyinah S. Jeffries has provided a fresh analysis of examining the Nation of 1sam from an Afrocentric
perspective. Her study offers a cultural and gender assessment of an Africana social movement in the United
States. Lastly, Dr. Jeffries has made an impact and lasting contribution to the intellectual history of research
and writing of Africanalslamic studies. (James L. Conyers, University of Houston)

Nation women defied convention and gave us a new standard for womanhood and Black dignity. They
exemplified order and discipline and taught us how to march to a different drummer. They also embodied the
divine word and helped to build a movement that inspired us for over eighty years. Bayyinah Jeffries dares to
take usinside the world of these remarkable women, aworld too few of us know, and the rare voices she
allows to speak in this volume must be heard. (Zain Abdullah, Temple University)

About the Author



Bayyinah S. Jeffriesis assistant professor of Africana studies at Eastern Washington University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Benita Eldridge:

Baook isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asit
is known to us that book is very important for us. The book A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women:
African American Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975 seemed to be
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The guide A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women: African American
Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975 is not only giving you more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read
your publication. Try to make relationship while using book A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women:
African American Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975. Y ou never
experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Joyce Johnson:

This A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women: African American Muslim Women in the Movement
for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975 is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of
information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book
reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward
sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having A Nation Can Rise No
Higher Than Its Women: African American Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination,
1950-1975 in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say
that no publication that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt this?

Arthur Faust:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women: African
American Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975 was colorful and of
course has pictures on there. As we know that book A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women: African
American Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975 has many kinds or
variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.

Alice Concannon:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native or



citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
From the book A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its Women: African American Muslim Women in the
Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975 we can take more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book A Nation Can Rise No Higher Than Its
Women: African American Muslim Women in the Movement for Black Self-Determination, 1950-1975.

Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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